THE MAN I KNEW

Douglas arrived in London on the night of the 3rd
September and left about one o'clock on the 6th* Most of
his time was taken up on official business but we did manage
to have one game of golf at Coombe Hill on the day
before he returned to France.

Immediately Douglas reached his headquarters he went
very carefully into the question of how he could best release
the required guns and ultimately came to the conclusion
that it could be done by weakening his position at Lens,
where the Canadians were still advancing steadily, and pro-
vided that General Petain would promise to replace the
withdrawn guns in plenty of time for the offensive as
planned. At the meeting he attended the following day, at
which Foch and Petain were present, he put forward these
views, at the same time pointing out that by this arrange-
ment he might be forced to abandon his attack at Lens. The
result of the conference was quite satisfactory and every-
body seemed pleased about the amicable way it had been
arranged* Petain, who had reorganised his artillery, was
able to promise to replace the withdrawn guns by the time
specified by Douglas. It was a great satisfaction to Douglas
that the matter had been remitted by the War Cabinet to
be settled between Petain and himself. He thought that
Foch should have consulted him before he approached the
British Cabinet. Douglas received a very kind telegram
from the Prime Minister congratulating him on the way he
had carried the matter through.

During the early part of September Douglas was visited
by many of the politicians, including Sir F. E. Smith, Mr.
Winston Churchill, Sir Edward Carson and Mr. Asquith.
Douglas found them all, with the exception of Winston
Churchill, much in favour of concentration on the Western f
Front. The latter, like Lloyd George, seemed to have some
doubts on the matter. They were all very much interested,
however, in what they saw of the preparations for the forth-
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